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Patient-derived xenograft models 
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PDX models widely recognised as clinically-

relevant preclinical models (Byrne et al, Nat 

Rev Cancer 2017). 

 

Time consuming and costly establishment 

and characterisation.  

 

Integrating collections of PDX models 

allows to perform studies for 

genotype/response correlation on a 

“population” scale, to increase 

predictability of preclinical data for success 

in the clinic and improve oncology 

development success rates. 



The EurOPDX Consortium, established in 2013, is an initiative to promote scientific 

collaboration in PDX research in Europe (and beyond), integrate available PDX 

collections and raise standards in the field. 

 

EurOPDX members and other key partners were awarded a four year €5 million 

“Starting Community” grant from the EU, which began in February 2018. 

 

This project is building a cutting-edge and novel “EurOPDX Research 

Infrastructure” for PDX research, and opening access to the PDX models, expertise, 

and resources of the EurOPDX Consortium for academic researchers and industry. 



Trans-national Access (TA) 

A primary objective of the EurOPDX RI is the provision 

of “Trans-national Access” (TA), which allows free-of-

charge access to PDX resource and expertise for 

academic and industry researchers in Europe and 

Worldwide, through a competitive grant programme. 

 

Access to models is offered through six state-of-the-

art partner facilities or “nodes” that are applying the 

SOPs agreed within the project. 



Access is offered through 3 different services 

 

1. SAMPLE - shipment of viable PDX tumour samples to selected academic laboratories 

 



Access is offered through 3 different services 

 
 

2. DEPOSIT - deposition of PDX models into the EurOPDX Research Infrastructure 

biobank and EurOPDX Data Portal 



Access is offered through 3 different services 

 
 

3. TEST – performance of in vivo studies on selected PDX models for academic and industry 

researchers 



The EurOPDX Data Portal 

https://dataportal.europdx.eu  

We are integrating and curating, based on the PDX 

Minimal Information standard (Meehan, Conte et al, 

Cancer Res. 2017) the distributed collection of PDX 

partners. 

 

Currently almost 900 models, with associated 

metadata, cytogenetics and IHC, patient treatment, 

gene mutation/omics, pharmacological 

characterisation  when available, from 6 different 

institutes: 

 80+ models of breast cancer 

 700+ of colorectal cancer 

 70+ of gastric cancer 

 10 of pancreatic cancer 

 4 of lung 

 5 of ovarian cancer 

https://dataportal.europdx.eu/


 

https://cbioportal.europdx.eu 

https://cbioportal.europdx.eu/


How to apply? 

• OPEN CALL launched early February, with 2 cut-off dates (31st March and 16th June) at which we will 

collect applications received and run the evaluation process by our independent committee of evaluators.  

• Visit www.europdx.eu for all information on the project 

• www.europdx.eu/europdxri-ta to find all call documents (Guide for Applicants, application forms) 

• Application process is quite simple and straightforward. In line with the 3Rs (Replacement, Reduction and 

Refinement), please explain in details what available in vitro and possibly in vivo (e.g. cell line xenograft) 

justify the use of PDXs. 

• Evaluation & Access provision timelines: 

- evaluation results available 4-6 weeks after each cut-off dates 

- SAMPLE and DEPOSIT access can be expected to be completed approximately 4-6 months after 
completing all necessary paperwork, 9 months for TEST access.  

• Helpdesk: ta@europdx.eu 
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Thank you!! 

http://www.europdx.eu/

