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Objectives

1. Supply the widest range of tool for research at the 
nanoscale in terms of best suited access to (211) 
labs and most effective solutions for innovation

2. NFFA Nanoscience Foundries and Fine Analysis, 
joining nanolabs, material synthesis and theory 
with Analaytical Large Scale Facilities

3. Quick response

4. Enhance continuously the RI impact, attractiveness 
of industry and maximize exploitation of carried 
out activity
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Complexity 1: distributed RI

20 partners of which 10 nanofoundries co-located with Analytical Large Scale 
facilities (other legal entities)
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Complexity 2: more than 200 labs
Providing 75 experimental techniques in 
heterogeneous competences + theory & 
simulation
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NFFA-Europe TLNet:
Technical Liaison Network

The research-projects are
Multi technique
Multi site
Multi chance
 Multi-platform

NFFA-EU access is a complex system
where decisions about what can be done, 
where and when have to be taken in a 
bottom up mechanism (all the brains 
together to decide)

Reproducing the peer review mechanism of the scientific publishing

Users
apply for access

TLNet

Technical review
by NFFA scientists

Back to TLNet
to assign the best plan

Authors
apply for publication

Editorial board

Scientific review
by peer scientists

Back to editor
for final decision
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Technical evaluation

A platform where all labs discuss simultaneously 
with a full overview of needs versus solutions or 
alternatives; (in case a Forum to is activated to 
discuss with the user)

Fitting also specific interest of the involved staff
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Fundamental remark 1

Improved frameworks: we achieved a full synergy among 
different type of RI (but complementary for the innovation 
PoV) offering a full-path experimental development, by 
means of a technically integrated offer (TLNet) and a Single 
Entry Point
Portals like www.wayforlight.eu are fine for homogeneous 
RIs (Analytical Large Scale Facilities) to set-up a single 
standard access.
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Attract industrial users with an effective interface:
- One-stop-shop
- Smart catalogue: easy overview of the offer by short 

effective messages  read more….
stimulating the user a trial with the platform  work-plan

http://www.wayforlight.eu/


1° level (overview)
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NFFA-Europe SEP Single Entry Point
75 techniques in a smart-catalogue



NFFA-Europe SEP Single Entry Point
75 techniques in a smart-catalogue

2° level (one selected)

II RICH Symposium, Lisboa 2017



3 level (details, compare)

Building up a wishlist  work-plan

NFFA-Europe SEP Single Entry Point
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Fundamental remark 2

Overcome bottlenecks to liaise with industry with more 
open-participation when proposing solutions:
stimulate scientists and labs in a bottom-up fashion (peer 
review mechanism well accepted by the scientific 
community, reimbursement of activity, possible 
collaboration/co-authorship, etc.)
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TLNet versus ILO

TLNet

1) one-stop-shop (ILNet)
- direct service of a single lab
- forum discussion with experts 
and trial wish-list (from the 
catalogue)

2) input in the evaluation platform

3) technical peer review evaluation
by NFFA scientists (open 
evaluation) 

4) Back to TLNet for best work-plan

More participated processes avoiding bottlenecks  

ILO

1a) First meeting to discuss needs 
1b) ILO contacts scientists

2) Second meeting with scientists

3) ILO schedules a work-plan

4) Scientists accept work-plan

5) Work-plan to user
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Fundamental remark 3

Improve impact and visibility by making scientific data 
open (at a certain point), available on smart repository 
platforms, with the function to connect products and 
applications to scientific competences and experimental 
techniques
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Room for pre-competitive development, open lab-
sharing at the RI premises to enhance industrial 
presence and facilitate joint development and co-
solutions.

Quantify also intangible impact; image/notoriety al 
local/national level, training, employment 
Stimulate industry-side advertisement … “developed at 
XXX campus” … that should be perceived as a branding 
added-value



NFFA-Europe IDRP
Information Data Repository Platform

EC: Guidelines on FAIR Data Management
FAIR Principles (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, Reusable):
https://www.force11.org/group/fairgroup/fairprinciples

Findable:
• A globally unique and persistent identifier
• Rich metadata
• (Meta)data are registered or indexed in a searchable resource
Accessible:
• Retrievable by their identifier using a standardized communications protocol
• Open, free, and universally implementable
• Allows an authentication and authorization procedure, where necessary
• Metadata are accessible, even when the data are no longer available
Interoperable:
• Formal, accessible, shared, and broadly applicable language for knowledge representation
• Metadata use vocabularies that follow FAIR principles
Reusable:
• Meta(data) are richly described with a plurality of accurate and relevant attributes
• (Meta)data are released with a clear and accessible data usage license
• (Meta)data are associated with detailed provenance
• (Meta)data meet domain-relevant community standards
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NFFA-Europe IDRP
Scientific data policy

Policy on data in order to:
1. Ensure the continuing availability of data of long-term value for research,
teaching, and for wider exploitation by individuals, government, business, or
other organizations;
2. Support the integrity, transparency and openness of the research;
3. Help in the formal publication of data sets, as well as enable the tracking of
their usage through citation and data licenses.

2.1.2. Associated/contextual metadata and links to the data obtained as a result 
of publically funded access to the NFFA-Europe research facilities will be
released open access after an initial embargo period during which access is
restricted to the research users, represented by the PI. The embargo period
can be extended according to the section 2.2 of this policy.
2.1.3. Industrial users may opt for a proprietary access where all data and
metadata remain confidential. Users working for SMEs are exempted from
the data obligation contained in this document.

II RICH Symposium, Lisboa 2017



NFFA-Europe has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant agreement No 654360 

Thank you

CONTACTS roberto.gotter@nffa.eu

+39 040 375 8403

www.nffa.eu


